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On therise

Can an intern advance to executive? This West Palm woman says you can

Mike Diamond Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

acaria Anderson Jones graduated in May 1998 on a Friday

from Palm Beach Lakes High School. The following Mon-

day, she began work as a summer student intern at the Port
of Palm Beach. ¢ Twenty-six years later, she is still at the port. She
has come a long way since her days as an eight-week intern. Today,
she is one of its top executives - its director of contract compliance
and tenant relations. e “It has been a bit of whirlwind,” said An-
derson Jones. “I remember the first day. There was a retirement
party. T had to get the food. I would answer the phones, run errands.
Back then, I was the only intern.”

Tacaria Anderson Jones, seen here in October in Riviera Beach, is director
of contract compliance and tenant relations at the Port of Palm Beach.
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In her current position, she inter-
prets and negotiates complex con-
tracts. For Anderson Jones, the trail
to become a top executive from her
humble beginning was not easy.

She became a full-time employee
in January 1999. Her first job was as a
fiscal technician, reconciling depos-
its. While working full time, she went
to college to study finance. She even-
tually obtained a degree from Florida
Atlantic University in 2007 in busi-
ness administration management.

“I'd work until 4 p.m. and then take
night classes that started two hours
later,” she said, noting it could often
take more than an hour to get from
the port in Riviera Beach to FAU in
Boca Raton.

Is another career in the
cards for the one-time
student intern?

She advanced to an accounts
payable specialist, accounts receiv-
able specialist and manager of ac-
counts receivable. Last year, she was
promoted to her current executive-
level position.

“Never in my wildest dreams did I
ever think I would have a port career,”
she said. “It has been very fulfilling.”

She said it has been satisfying to
see the growth that has occurred. The
port has the highest container vol-
ume per acre of any port in the coun-
try. More than 1,400 cargo vessels a
year dock there, 412,000 cruise ship
passengers frequent the port and
much of the Caribbean receives its
commodities from the port. “It is
quite an operation,” she said.

So what the does future hold for
Anderson Jones? At 44 years old, she
is exploring the possibility of obtain-
ing a certification through the Port
Professional Management Program
that would allow her to become a
deputy director or even an executive
director of a port.

“Retirement is only four years
away. I have always wondered what it
would be like to work at a much big-
ger port. So who knows?”

In October, the Port of Palm Beach
received a Lighthouse Award from
the American Association of Port Au-
thorities for its summer internship
program. Applications for 2025 will
be accepted in March, and the pro-
gram could have as many as 10 in-
terns this coming summer.

Anderson Jones urges high school

Tacaria Jones as a student intern in
1998 at the Port of Palm Beach.
Today, 26 years later, she is one of
the agency'’s top executives.
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and college students to apply, noting:
“The sky is the limit. | am an example
of that.”

Random act
of kindness

Has someone made your
day? Tell us about it!

Kindness

can be all

around us,

every day!

Being a

good

Samaritan goes a long way
in the community, and we
feel that it's special enough

to get shout-outs each
week in the latest version of
our Sunday newspapers.

Scan this QR code to find
out how to submit. You'll be
directed to email
Community Editor Tom Elia
at telia@pbpost.com. Tell
us in 100 words or less how
someone made a difference
this year. Please share your
name and a photo, if you
have it. Let’s celebrate the
good things happening in
our community.
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