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Marine Safety Information Bulletin (MSIB) 17-014, Hurricane IRMA

Weather Advisory
Port Condition YANKEE - 24 HOUR ALERT
Time: 8:00 AM. / Date: Friday, September 8, 2017

In accordance with the National Hurricane Center forecast issued at 0800 EDT on Thutsday,
September 7, 2017, Hurricane IRMA is approximately 95 miles North of Punta Cana Dominican
Republic, moving West Northwest at 17 mph with maximum sustained winds of 180 mph. Due to the
possibility of gale force winds (39-54 mph / 34-37 knots) entering offshore areas of South Florida
within 24 hours, the Captain of the Port (COTP) is ordering Port Condition YANKEE to be set as
follows:

o Port of Miami, Miami River, Port Everglades, Port of Palm Beach, Port of Ft. Pierce and all
other terminals and facilities within Sector Miami’s area of responsibility at 8:00 a.m. on
Friday, September 8, 2017.

Prohibited Operations: None at this time.

Current Actions:
e Affected ports are closed to inbound vessel iraffic.

* Oceangoing commercial vessels greater than 500 gross tons must depart the ports and anchorages
unless prior permission to remain has been granted by the COTP,

e Moving cargo onto the port or any vessel loading/discharging operations are not authorized unless
specifically cleared by the COTP.,

o Terminal operators must terminate all cargo operations not associated with storm preparations. Cargo
operations associated with storm preparations include moving cargo within or off the port for securing
purposes, crane and other port/facility equipment preparations, and similar activities are authorized.

e Appropriate container stacking protocol must be completed.

¢ All facilities shall continue to operate in accordance with their approved facility security plans and
comply with the requirements of the Maritime Transportation Security Act (MTSA).

¢ Drawbridges in the area will be entering a full lockdown by 8:00 p.m. on Friday, September
8,2017.

Anticipated Future Actions: All ports in the Miami COTP Zone should be watching this storm
closely and be prepared for the possible onset of Port Condition ZULU, anticipated at 8: 00 p.m.
on Friday, September 8, 2017.
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If storm conditions worsen, the COTP may secure all port operations and vessel movements earlier,
except emergency vessel movements,

Questions regarding this MSIB or required actions should be directed to the Maritime Transportation
System Recovery Unit.

Marine Safety Information Bulletin post updates are on Homeport under Port Conditions at
http://homeport.uscg.mil/miami under “Port Conditions”.

The COTP may be reached at telephone (305) 535-4472, or via Channel 16 VHF FM Marine Radio
through Coast Guard Sector Miami.

Captain pf the Port, Miami
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Marine Safety Information Bulletin (MSIB) 17—013, Hurricane IRMA

| Weather Advisory
Port Condition X-RAY - 48 HOUR ALERT
Time: 12:00 PM. / Date: Thursday, September 7, 2017

In accordance with the National Hurricane Center forecast issued at 0800 EDT on Wednesday, September 6,
2017, Hurricane IRMA is approximately 15 miles West of Anguilla, moving West Northwest at 16 mph with
maximum sustained winds of 185 mph. Due to the possibility of gale force winds (39-54 mph / 34-37 knots)
entering offshore areas of South Florida within 48 hours, the Captain of the Port (COTP) is ordering Port
Condition X-Ray to be set as follows:

o At 12:00 p.m., Thursday, September 7, 2017 - Port of Miami, Miami River, Port Everglades, Port of
Palm Beach, Port of Ft. Pierce and all other terminals and facilities within Sector Miami’s area of

responsibility.

- Prohibited Operations: None at this time.

Current Actions:

o Vessels and terminal operators should prepare to terminate all ship-to-shore cargo transactions before the
setting of Port Condition Yankee. Container stacking heights should be reduced to four or less and two or less
if they contain hazardous material. Alternative container stowage arrangements may be pre-approved by the
COTP if they provide an equivalent measure of safety. The COTP will begin contacting all ports regarding
the timing of operational phase downs and termination plans. Waterfront cargo facilities should schedule

labor accordingly.

o COTP personnel will conduct follow-up surveys to ensure that any hazards identified carlier are being
resolved.

e Vessels that are unable to depart the port must contact the COTP to request and receive permission to
remain in port. Proof of facility owner/operator approval will be required.

e Vessels given permission to remain in port should take all necessary precautions to secure the vessel for
forecasted winds and tidal surges.

¢  All petroleum barges should be reduced to a minimum level of cargo and adequately secured.
e Ship/tug services should maintain at least one tug each on standby for call-out.
-e  Dredges should move clear of the ICW and seck sheltered moorings. -

e Individual companies should review and prepare to 1mpiement their post hurricane pollutlon contmgency plan
including planning for reconstitution of security plans

e Anticipate that the COTP will not allow inbound traffic once Condition Yankee (24 hour warning) is set,
Vessels with an arrlval of less than 24 hours before hurricane landfall should arrange {0 seek shelter
elsewhere, ‘ _ .




MSIB 17-013

e Anticipate storm movement may accelerate and periods between condition stages may be shortened. Plan
cargo/vessel operations accordingly. :

* Oceangoing vessels should prepare to depart prior to setting Condition Yankee.

e Inbound vessels which will be unable to depart the port upon the setting of Port Condition Yankee are
advised to seek an alternate destination.

Anticipated Future Actions: All ports in the Miami COTP Zone should be watching this storm closely
and be prepared for the onset of Port Condition YANKEE, anticipated at 8:00 a.m., September 8th,
2017. Should higher port conditions be required based upon the progress of Hurricane IRMA, the following
additional future requirements may be implemented.

¢ Commence/continue removing/securing missile hazards and hazardous cargoes at open wharves.

o Anticipate that the COTP will order cessation of cargo handling operations on board waterfront cargo
facilities during Condition Zulu (12 Hour Warning). COTP will order the suspension of all ship-to-shore
cargo transactions. Hire and schedule labor accordingly.

¢ All oceangoing commercial vessels greater than 500 GT will be required to depart the port immediately.
COTP Orders will be issued to vessels masters, if necessary, requiring them to depart.

* Anticipate that the COTP may close the Port to incoming traffic at this time and to all but emergency vessel
movements when Condition Zulu is set. Broadcast Notice to Mariners will be used to announce impending
port closures and special conditions deemed necessary by the COTP,

s  Ship personnel inspect the mooring of vessels that have been granted permission to remain in port.

o  COTP survey teams will conduct final facility and vessel surveys to address any remaining unresolved
discrepancies.

o Certain waterfront facilities may insist vessels depart their docks during this period. No moves will be
permitted by the COTP unless the move can be done safely and mooring space has been identified at other
piers, wharves or local shipyards, or if the vessel is departing to sea.

* Ports will be closed to inbound vessel traffic and cargo operations not associated with storm preparations.
“Cargo operations associated with storm preparations” include moving cargo within the port for securing
purposes, crane and other port/facility equipment preparations, and similar activities, but does not include
moving cargo onto the port or loading/discharging operations unless specifically authorized by the COTP.

e Drawbridges in the area may not be operating due to the anticipated arrival of sustained gale force winds
or when an evacuation is in progress. It is anticipated that all bridges will be closed in ALL counties
(Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Martin, St Lucie, and Indian River) by 8:00 p.m. on Friday,
September 8, 2017,

s Bridge lock-down should be completed by 8:00 p.m. on Friday, September 8, 2017.

¢ During lock-down, the bridge is closed, power is turned off, traffic arms may be removed, the
control house is secured and the bridge operator is sent to safety.
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Questions regarding this MSIB or required actions should be directed to the Maritime Transportation System
Recovery Unit, '

Marine Safety Information Bulletin post updates are on Homepotrt under Port Conditions at
http://homeport.uscg.mil/miami under “Port Conditions”.

The COTP may be reached at telephone (305) 535-4472, or via Channel 16 VHF FM Marine Radio through
Coast Guard Sector Miami.

s

\ i&}b Tan

Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Capfain of the Port, Miami
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Marine Safety Information Bulletin (MSIB) 17-009, Hurricane Conditions

April 19, 2017

Hurricane Port Condition Requirements

This MSIB clarifies Coast Guard mandated Hurricane procedures and defines Hurricane Port Conditions
for the Port of Miami, Miami River, Port Everglades, Port of Palm Beach and Port of Fort Pierce and all
terminals, facilities, and waterways in Sector Miami’s area of responsibility.

Hurricane Port Condition Whiskey:

e Sustained gale force winds (39-54 mph / 34-47 knots) are predicted to arrive within seventy-two
hours. :
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Take due diligence to prepare for potential storm impacts.

Ports and Waterfront Facilities begin removing all debris and secure potential flying hazards.
Container stacking plans should be implemented. Waterfront facilities that, due to space
constraints, are unable to reduce container stacking height to no more than four high (or no more
than two high for hazardous materials), must submit a container stacking protocol to the Captain
of the Port (COTP) Miami for approval.

The COTP will convene the Strategic Weather Advisory Team (SWAT) via conference call.

Hurricane Port Condition X-Ray:

e Sustained gale force winds are expected within forty-eight hours.
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All potential flying debris will be removed or secured.
Hazardous materials/pollution hazards must be secured in a safe manner away from waterfront
areas.
Facilities will continue to implement container stacking protocol to be complete by the setting
of Port Condition Yankee.
= Containers must not exceed four tiers unless previously approved by the COTP.
» Containers carrying hazardous materials may not exceed two tiers.
NOTE: See MSIB 12-013 on Homeport under the Container Inspection section for
container stacking lessons learned from the 2012 Hurricane Season.
All oceangoing commercial vessels greater than 500 gross tons must prepare to depart the port-
and anchorages. These vessels shall depart immediately upon the setting of Port Condition
Yankee.
Vessels that are unable to depart the port must contact the COTP to request and receive
permission to remain in port. Proof of facility owner/operator approval is required.
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o Vessels with COTP’s permission to remain in port must implement their approved mooring
arrangement.

o Terminal operators should prepare to terminate all cargo operations.

o The COTP may require additional precautions to ensure the safety of the ports and waterways.

o Coast Guard Port Survey teams will be deployed to validate implementation of Port Condition
X-Ray.

o The COTP will convene the SWAT via conference call.

Hurricane Port Condition Yankee:

e Sustained gale force winds are expected to arrive within twenty-four hours.

o Affected ports are closed to inbound vessel traffic.

o Appropriate container stacking protocol must be completed.

o Terminal operators must terminate all cargo operations not associated with storm preparations.
Cargo operations associated with storm preparations include moving cargo within or off the pcit
for securing purposes, crane and other port/facility equipment preparations, and similar
activities are authorized. Moving cargo onto the port or vessel loading/discharging operations
are not authorized unless specifically cleared by the COTP.

o All facilities shall continue to operate in accordance with their approved facility security plans
and comply with the requirements of the Maritime Transportation Security Act (MTSA).

o Oceangoing commercial vessels greater than 500 gross tons must depart the ports and
anchorages unless prior permission to remain has been granted by the COTP.

o Anticipate that drawbridges may be closed to vessel traffic as early as eight hours prior to the
arrival of tropical storm force winds.

o Coast Guard Port Survey teams will conduct Port Condition Yankee validation.

o The COTP will convene the SWAT via conference call.

Hurricane Port Condition Zulu:

e Sustained gale force winds are expected within twelve hours.

o All affected port waterfront operations are suspended except for final preparations previously
permitted by the COTP as deemed necessary to ensure the safety of the ports and facilities.

o All vessels shall have departed the ports and anchorages unless otherwise authorized by the
COTP.

o Coast Guard Port Survey Teams will conduct final port assessments.

o Ports and waterfront facilities shall remain closed to waterfront activities until the passage of
tropical storm force winds and the COTP, in conjunction with the SWAT, has determined that
is safe to reopen the ports based upon:
= Ports and waterways damage survey assessments.
= Aids to navigation verification.
= Status and condition of drawbridges.
= Re-establishment of required port security measures in accordance w1th respective facility

security plans.
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Safety and/or security personnel wishing to remain in port or at a facility shall follow applicable
port and facility policies and procedures and advise the COTP of their intentions.

The COTP will convene the SWAT via conference call.

Post-Hurricane Conditions

Once Hurricane Port Condition Zulu has been set, affected Ports will remain closed until the

following conditions are met to the satisfaction of the COTP:

o Ports should begin to conduct damage assessments. Movement within the port landside is
authorized when deemed safe, provided appropriate security measures are in place in
accordance with MTSA requirements. Designated Coast Guard Port Survey Team members
must notify the COTP upon determination that the port is physically/structurally safe to
recommence operations.

o Coast Guard Ports and Waterways Survey teams will conduct preliminary assessments in the
ports and waterways as soon as weather conditions permit. Waterway surveys should be
conducted in conjunction with the local pilots association.

Facilities may not receive cargo or passengers until specifically authorized by the COTP. Ata
minimum, the COTP must be advised by the Facility Security Officer that facility security plans
are fully implemented and Customs and Border Protection is prepared to process
passengers/cargo, as applicable, and Coast Guard Port Survey Teams have verified that security
measures are in place.

Bridge operations will remain coordinated through respective Emergency Operation Centers
until the COTP determines that resumption of bridge operations is safe.

The safety zone established around the COTP Miami zone during the event will remain in effect
until rescinded. No vessel movement or shoreside port operations will be authorized without the
express permission of the COTP. Anticipate the potential for draft and other restrictions based
upon the assessment of waterways and aids to navigation surveys.

All hurricane informational documents will be posted to Homeport under the “Port Conditions”
section for Miami, and may be accessed via the following internet link:
http://homeport.uscg.mil/Miami.

Additional pre and post-hurricane information will be distributed by the COTP via MSIB and direct

contact with Coast Guard Port Survey Teams and Maritime Transportation System Recovery Unit
members.

Please direct any questions regarding this MSIB to Sector Miami’s Waterways Management Division at
(305) 535-4317 or Command Center at (305) 535-4472.
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